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SEN and Disability local Offer

Portico Poppets day Nursery



1. How are Special Educational Needs defined?


2. How will the school know if my child needs extra help?

3. Who is the best person to talk to about my child’s difficulties with learning / SEN?

3.Who is the best person to talk to about my child’s difficulties with learning/SEN?

4.How will I know how the school will support my child?


5.How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

6.How will I know how my child is doing?


                     7.How will the school help me to support my child’s learning?


8.What support will be available for my child’s overall well-being?


9.What happens if my child has a high level of need?


10.What specialist services and expertise are available at this school?


11.Are the staff who support children with SEND in this school, provided with appropriate training?


12.How will my child be included in activities outside of the classroom, including school trips?

13.How accessible is the school environment?


14.How will this school prepare and support my child when they are starting, leaving this school or moving to another year?


15.How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to the children’s special educational needs?


16.How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive?

17.How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education?


18.Who can I contact for further information?


These questions will make the base of each Schools Local offer and will have to be completed and publicised on your school Website by the end of May 2014. 

Please can you Email danielcollins@sthelens.gov.uk once you have completed/publicised your Local offer on your school website. 

Other Pathfinder Authorities:

http://www.sendpathfinder.co.uk/pftestingareas/
http://trafford.childrensservicedirectory.org.uk/kb5/trafford/fsd/category.page?category=2341
http://manchester.fsd.org.uk/kb5/manchester/fsd/category.page?newcategory=3
http://darlington.fsd.org.uk/kb5/darlington/fsd/home.page
A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her


A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:


Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or 


Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 


Educational or training provision that is additional to or different from that made generally for other children or young people of the same age by mainstream schools, maintained nursery schools, mainstream post-16 institutions or by relevant early years providers. For a child under two years of age, special educational provision means educational provision of any kind. 


A child under compulsory school age has special educational needs if he or she is likely to fall within the definition in paragraph xii. Above when they reach compulsory school age or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them (Section 20 Children and Families Act 2014). 


Post-16 institutions often use the term learning difficulties and disabilities (LDD). The term SEN is used in this Code across the 0-25 age range but includes LLD. 
























































We operate a key person system in all of our rooms, The role of the key person is to develop a trusting, sensitive and caring attachment with the children so they are able to monitor and track development in line with EYFS requirements.





Initial discussions between parent and child’s allocated key worker within the nursery will generate starting points of development for each child. Observation and evidence will then be generated and 6 weeks after start date a baseline assessment will take place. It is expected that within this period a basic judgment of each individual child’s development will be made. 


Our observations and assessments are central to our planning for activities or for the environment. Staff carries out termly planning for 0-5 year olds, this is based around the child's interests and developmental needs and is differentiated to suit the children's characteristics of learning. At the end of each term we use the information gathered throughout the term to carry out termly assessments on each child. Our assessment process gives a clear vision to staff of children's individual learning and how to support that child and make good or better progress over the term. It enables us to quickly identify children who may not be making progress, to discuss why together, and then put actions in place to support that child. Should an area of concern be highlighted an initial concerns form will be completed by the key worker and handed to the SENCO. A discussion will then take place with the child’s parent and small targets set.


We know our approach to the delivery of the EYFS learning and development requirements works effectively because children can be seen to be making good progress from their starting points and their baseline assessments. 


We make sound judgments on children's learning through careful tracking across the 7 learning areas. Our data analysis gives a clear vision of how to support individual children but also how to improve our delivery of the EYFS across the whole setting as we are able to quickly identify our areas of strengths and weaknesses and put actions in place to create a better learning environment for the children at that time. Parents are empowered to support their child's learning at home by sharing learning stories and next steps, and offering ideas of how they could continue the learning process at home. The children’s learning is shared with parents on a daily basis and if the parent or staff has any concerns, this can be discussed further with the nursery SENCO.


The nursery is committed to identifying needs and early intervention and undertakes the two-year progress check on all children the term of or after they turn two. This enables the key person and parent to see how your child is progressing towards meeting the EYFS early learning goals and highlights any area of concern. Our SENCO and managers can offer advice and support to you, signposting and liaising with outside agencies enables us to give you the help and support you need if your child has any additional needs.


Reports from health care professionals such as health visitors, speech and language therapists and social workers will help to identify each individual child’s needs. The setting welcomes professionals and parents sharing information in order to plan effectively to meet the children’s needs.


Observation, listening, assessments and evaluations enable staff to gather information that can be used to create individual Educational learning plans (IEP) these are completed by the nursery SENCO, key person and parents. They are specific to the individual child so that actions can be put into place to encourage your child to develop in line with the EYFS.


The nursery aims to have a good relationship with parents, staff will share information gathered on their child in the form of an individual learning journey with them on a regular basis so any concerns can be flagged up early and dealt with as outlined above.


























Your first point of contact within Portico Poppets Day Nursery is your child’s key person. They will then complete an initial concerns form to forward on to the settings SENCO. Parents can identify the SENCO from the photograph in the entrance hall.


The setting’s SENCO, manager and deputy senco will be able to offer advice and will be able to signpost parents to other professionals that may be able to help such as the health visitor, children centres and speech and language therapists.





Portico Poppets Day Nursery has a named practitioner who is the behaviour management policy coordinator and can therefore offer support and guidance to parents regarding any behavioral concerns. 





The directors of Portico Poppets Day Nursery are responsible for appointing strong leadership in the setting and ensure we have inclusive policies and that all policies are kept up to date.


The nursery manager ensures all staff receives relevant training to keep their knowledge and understanding up to date.





Staff have good relationships with parents and talk daily about their child and what they have been doing during the day, as well as providing the with a home/nursery diary to make sure we have good communication with our parents.


Parents have the opportunity to make appointments to come in and speak to their child’s key person if they feel it is needed.





Portico Poppets Day Nursery promotes an environment that reflects diversity and encourages information sharing with appropriate agencies.


 





At Portico Poppets Day Nursery we follow the guiding principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage.





Unique Child- Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured;





Positive Relationships- Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;





Enabling Environments- Children learn and develop in enabling environments in which their experiences respond to their individual needs;





Learning and Development- Children learn and develop in different ways.





We use the characteristics of effective learning to ensure we are teaching the child in line with their learning style, these are;





Playing and Exploring (Engagement)





Active Learning (Motivation)





Creating and Thinking Critically (Thinking)





Our nursery provides planned focused activities for your child to help us determine the stage of development they are at and how they learn so we can provide them with effective teaching. In the nursery we have ten areas of provision, these are, book, malleable, mark making, creative, painting, small world, construction, sand, water and role play. Activities within the provision areas are enhanced in accordance to your child’s interest and are fully adaptable to ensure your child is engaged, learning through their play and interacting fully.


Your child will have an online Learning Journey, this is work they have done, observations and photos of your child’s time in nursery. This can also be used within the home enviroment to share experiences and learning at home. At the end of every term each child’s learning journey is assessed in accordance to the EYFS, this information is shared with parents. It enables us to see if there are any areas of concern so we can put possible lines of development (PLODS) in place for the following term, each child’s key person will provide planned activities from your child’s individual PLODS ensuring we are following on and providing your child with effective teaching to suit their learning style. The nursery’s planning is displayed within each room, as are your child’s PLODS for the term.


Staff are encouraged to hold regular meetings/updates with parents and share evidence about your child to ensure that we are communicating well together and listening to our parents. We also hold annual parents evenings to encourage parents to come in and speak to your childs key person.


If your child’s key person has identified a possible learning need, observations and assessments will be discussed with the nursery SENCO who will offer support and advice to your child’s key person and parents on the process of applying for extra support. A targeted learning plan will be put in place to support learning and development, which will include parents with ideas of how they can support the plan at home.











At portico Poppets Day Nursery your child’s key worker will work in unison with their colleagues to provide exciting and enhanced provision areas to meet and follow your child’s interests this comes as standard as part of our early years practice. We will also offer specific targeted work within a smaller group to ensure we are meeting your child’s needs on a more appropriate level.


If your child has been recognized as needing more support you will be asked to come in and meet with us to discuss your child’s progress and you may be asked for your permission for us to refer you to the appropriate professional e.g. Speech and Language Therapist, Inclusion Teacher, Educational Psychologist, etc. This will help our setting and yourself understand your child’s particular needs and will help us to support your child more effectively; your child will be supported in meeting more specific targets.





If your child has been identified as SEND, through observations, assessments and parents and carers input, Portico Poppets Day Nursery is able plan and support your child with guidance from outside agencies. Your child will be provided with all the help they need to encourage them to become independent and develop through their milestones. 





At Portico Poppets Day Nursery there is a SENCO in place who attends termly network meetings to ensure we are continually up to date with current practice.


Child starter packs are shared with parents on admission, which include a copy of our policies to reassure parents that we are inclusive.








At Portico Poppets we provide planned focused activities for your child to help us determine the stage of development they are at and how they learn so we can provide them with effective teaching. Activities in the setting are enhanced in accordance to your child’s interest and are fully adaptable to ensure your child is engaged, learning through their play and interacting fully.





Staff hold daily contact with parents and share evidence about your child’s day, what they have been doing, anything new they’ve done, struggled with to ensure that we are communicating well together and listening to our parents. Parents are encouraged to look at their child’s learning journey regulary. We also hold annual parents evening to encourage parents to come in and speak to your child’s key person. When a key person has completed a learning stories/observation they are shared with parents on completion via our online system so parents have input and can discuss the child’s learning and development. Daily diaries are completed for children under two years of age, newsletters about events and topics that’s happening in the nursery and a “learning at home” section giving ideas to support children in their home environment.





If your child’s key person has identified a possible learning need, observations and assessment will be discussed with the SENCO who will offer support and advice to your child’s key person and parents on the process of applying for extra support. A targeted learning plan will be put in place to support learning and development, which will include parents with ideas of how they can support the plan at home. 











The setting welcomes professionals and parents sharing information In order to plan effectively to meet the children’s needs. Observations, listening, assessments and evaluations enable staff to gather information that can be used to create individual targeted learning plans (TLP), these are completed by nursery SENCO, key person and parents. They are specific to the individual child so that actions can be put in place to encourage your child to develop in line with the EYFS.


The nursery aims to have good relationships with parents, staff will share information gathered on their child in form of an individual learning journey with them on a regular basis so any concerns can be flagged up early and dealt with as outlined above.


Newsletters are shared with parents providing the “learning at home” section to support and offer parents advice and ideas for home learning.Progress reports are shared termly to shown each individual chid’s development and how we can all support them.











At Portico Poppets we follow the child’s interests to plan next steps for areas of development. These are shared with parents for parental involvement. We work closely with parents to ensure we are meeting the needs of each individual child; this is done at both settling in sessions and through close bonds formed with key workers. We welcome outside agencies and have good relationships with other professionals to ensure we are meeting the needs of each child as well as any children with additional needs.


Medications are administered only by senior staff; we follow health care plans completed by parents regarding treatment needed throughout the day.


We have a behavior policy and coordinator in place to provide support and advice to staff and parents regarding any behavior issues. We implement golden rules so children understand basic boundaries within the setting.


Staffs undergo regular training to keep up to date on any changes happening within child care.














At Portico Poppets we would arrange a meeting prior to your child starting to discuss your child’s individual needs. We would liaise with other professionals to make sure strategies are in place to support your child prior to their starting date.  


A key person would be ready to start settling in sessions and discussions with parents regarding child’s starting points and all about me. This will provide a baseline of development and share children’s interests from home to provide the next stage of development.








At portico Poppets we work closely with various outside agencies for advice and support these include the bridge Centre, speech and language therapists, health visitors and portage workers.


We have two SENCO coordinators within the setting to support children, parents and staff these have attended various training. We also have a company area SENCO who has lots of experience of working with children with additional needs.


Our Nursery manager is a fully qualified EYP and has plenty of experience working with children.








At Portico Poppets we strive to enhance our learning and development through local authority, in-house and online training. Our SENCO’s have attended 3/5 day SENCO training courses, these courses train staff on writing IEP’s and breaking down targets to smaller steps to encourage development in children. We are given information on various points of contact regarding referring children i.e. to speech and language therapy ect. 


Our SENCO has also attended portage training to support parents and staff regarding how they assess children’s development in the setting and home environment. 


We attend regular network meetings to keep us up to date on the latest developments within our area and have attended portage training to obtain knowledge on the services they provide.


Our Area SENCO is also applying to do a SEN degree to offer in house SENCO more support and guidance when needed.








At our setting we provide short trips to the park and library, these are pre planned trips to make sure we have high child staff ratios prior to the outing. Risk assessments are completed prior to the trip and outdoor risk assessments are complete each day.


Individual risk assessments would be carried out on the child to identify any risks or hazards the child may face on the trip and that plans and measures would be put in place to alleviate them- eg a 1-1 member of staff.. 


 Outdoor activities are planned weekly and adjusted to the child’s individual needs so full participation can take place.








Portico Poppets provide an entrance with a ramp, rails and wide door for access into the building. We have provided more natural lighting into the building by installing larger windows throughout the nursery and blinds to control this. 


We have staff that has attended training regarding English as an additional language to support staff, parents and children. We would research translations and encourage relatives to come in to translate if able speak English. We also have access to EAL support team. We have a company SENCO who uses a budget to provide resource boxes to help support children with special educational needs. This offers additional equipment and support for staff and children. As we are part of a chain of nurseries we have opportunities to share various resources between each other. 


Within our setting provision areas are not fixed, this gives us the opportunity to re arrange furniture for easier access around the room and  areas. We have various areas to play and quiet areas for rest times.








At our setting we have an inhouse transition form that is shared with the childs new key person, settling in visits are arranged to settle and prepare your child for room tranition and starting nursery. Within these visits starting points/ all about me are completed with parents to discuss and chat about any concerns or issues, these help to provide a baseline for your child so we are able to plan the next appropriate steps in there development. It also encourages parents to share any health issues or other professionals involved with the child.


When moving to a new setting we laise with teachers and invite them into our setting tohave a verbal dissussion with your childs key person regarding there stage of development and whats best for your child. The school/setting will be provided with a transtion form stating the stages of development your child is working at according to the EYFS framework, any other additional information will also be share at these meeting to support your childs transition.


We implement displays to offer visual support such as pictures of various school and dress-up uniforms in the role play area to prepare your child for these changes.





We have a company SENCO that receives a budget for children with special educational needs. This budget is used to provide resources to support children with additional need and offer extra support to children and staff  to provide and support the activities implemented.


We laise with outside agenciesfor expert and specialist advice given to support children with special educational needs.








We work closely with outside agencies to support childrens development with SEN. We use the EYFS tracking system on Iconnect to monitor childrens progress, this helps us to estabalise if childen are making progress based on an individual childs needs. 


We monitor and review progress monthly and share this with parents, parents are encouraged to share any progress made in the home environment. If no progress is being made we will laise with outside agencies to receive extra advice and support and review our development plans for the child with parents. If extra support is needed we can apply for addition one to one funding from the LA provision panel to support children.





Our setting encourage parental involement to plan and implement next steps for children. We have daily discussions with parents regarding childrens development and interests throughout the day and any areas they have made progress in. Parents can view observations using our online system to see and share their childs development with nursery and share there own home experiences to support their childs development.


We hold annual parents evening for parents to come and look through their childs learning journal and hold discussions with key person to share information on childens progress. Parents are informed on start dates that they are free to look through there childs files when needed and  there childs key person  is always available for them.


Every child after assessment has next steps/plods planned by there key person for there next stage of deveopment, these are shared and agreed with parents. The environment, resources and activities planned support children in achieving these next stages of development. If a child is struggling or needs extra support beyond that, then we will invite parents to meet to discuss appropriate ways forward.


We follow the EYFS framework to assess children’s development, if a concern is identified they will be placed on the SEN register as SEN support. Parents are invited to discuss concerns and plan the most appropriate way forward, we will plan, do and review the actions put in place. Through SEN support we will carry on asessing children putting in place an individual educational plan to offer extra support in areas needed.





Your first point of contact is your childs key person, there is also the nursery manager who is always available for discussions concerning childrens development and welbeing. Our settings SEN coordinator is available within the setting, we also have a second SEN coordinator within the setting also. You can contact our SEN by telephone or arranging a visit into the setting. The SENCOs name are Paula and Kristina.


For other information we can recommend you to various outside agencies such as the Bridge Centre, Speech and language therapists, Health visitors, Parent partnership and the nearest childrens centre.


You will be able to find the local authoritys local offer on the St Helens website.








